Radiographic evaluation of the degenerative cervical spine.
Despite some claims to the contrary, the use of plain film radiography can be an inexpensive initial means of evaluating the degenerative cervical spine if viewed in the context of the patient's clinical history and physical examination and may serve as a guide for further imaging techniques. This article presents a systematic approach for evaluating cervical spine radiographs for the spectrum of degenerative changes, followed by a brief discussion of differential diagnoses.